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The recent highs and lows 
of the volatile silver trade 

By Roger Boye 

This week's column be- 
gins with a question 
about the slumping 
price of silver. 

Q-I heard on the radio 
today [May 24] that the price 
of silver had dropped to about 
$5.20 an ounce. Is that a re-
cord low? Is this a good time 
to invest? G. N., Chicago 

A-Silver's lowest price dur-
ing the past decade--$4.87 per 
troy ounce--was reached in 
May, 1986. Just 11 months 
later, the price had more than 
doubled to $11.25 an ounce 
on a commodity exchange. 

The record annual average 
of $20.63 an ounce was set in 
1980. 

Q-My 1887 silver dollar is 
covered with red and blue 
streaks. How should I clean 
the coin? Y. P. Aurora 

A-Leave it be. Silver and 
copper coins gradually change 
color over the years as the 
metal comes in contact with 
the elements, a process called 
oxidation. Some collectors will 
pay a premium for richly 
toned coins, especially if the 
colors appear in concentric 
circles. 

However, coins covered with 
black spots, which usually are 
caused by droplets of moisture 
hitting the metal, often sell at 
a discount. 